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66 | Custom-Pak Plastic Products

Committed
to cleaner
plastics

» Karen Phelps

ustom-Pak Plastic Products is moving
C towards a circular economy for plastics,

where plastics never become waste, by
2025.

It's more than just good intentions - the
company has declared its commitment in the
New Plastics Economy Global Commitment
report by the Ellen MacArthur Foundation’s
New Plastics Economy initiative.

A collaboration with the UN Environment,
the report is a way for major companies and
plastics businesses to publicly make commit-
ments and set targets for preventing plastic
pollution, reducing plastic waste and increas-
ing the re-use of plastic.

The New Zealand Ministry for the Environ-
ment is one of the 16 government signatories
for the report and Custom-Pak is one of only
two New Zealand businesses that have partic-
ipated.

It's a big goal but the company is already
well on its way and has significantly reduced
the amount of virgin and non-recyclable plas-
tic in its products in only the last year.

“We are a leader in plastics manufacturing
and set an example for others to follow.

“Currently our products are almost all made
from RPET (recycled PET). Now we plan to do
even more to reduce plastic pollution and
plastic waste,” says company Auckland general
manager Dene Wilson.

He says a big part of the drive has been
to educate customers and move them from
coloured Pet,Pvc,Hips and foam trays to clear
Pet/Rpet (polyethylene terephthalate).

“These changes have to be fit for purpose
so we can use many different blends of Pet/
Rpet (recycle code 1).

“Recycled content can vary from 30%, 50%
or 100% with Virgin pet still used for some
applications. Recycled Rpet is great from a

MANUFACTURING

CUSTOM-PAK

Designers & Manufacturers of Plastic Packaging

Custom-Pak is one of only two New Zealand businesses that have participated in the New Plastics Economy initiative.

carbon footprint point of view, by as much as
25% reduction,” he says.

Since 1948, Custom-Pak (formerly Sullivan
Packaging) has designed and manufactured a
range of plastic packaging solutions.

The company’s specialty is clear, ther-
mo-formed ridged and semi-ridged PET packs
for fruit and vegetables, cold take-out meals
and salads, baked goods, and fresh meat and
fish. Raw materials are imported and products
made in New Zealand at two plants in Auck-
land and Christchurch, further reducing the
company’s carbon footprint.

Last year the company developed a new
range of tamper proof clamshells made from
recycled PET, which have had strong industry
uptake, says Dene.

“These are a unique product for New Zea-

Custom-Pa’ks specialty is clear, thermo-formed ridged and semi-ridged PET packs
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land in that they are made here and can be
100% recycled.”
Custom-Pak is a member of Plastics New
Zealand and supports the organisation’s
initiatives around reducing carbon footprint
for the industry.

Since Covid-19 hit business has boomed for
Custom-Pak as New Zealand businesses seek

more stable supply chains located within the
country for their packaging requirements.

“Custom-Pak values the world we live in.
Our ultimate goal is to help New Zealand
move towards a more desirable circular
economy which will minimise plastic waste
in landfill and limit the use of non-renewable
energy sources.”.

Specialist Suppliers
of Packaging:

Food, Pet food, Pharmaceutical
and Industrial applications.

+ Environmental and sustainable solutions
» Compostable & recyclable pouches & films
* High & Medium Barrier options
+ Large and small production runs
. %
+ High temperature A-PET 100% recyclable
« Printed pouches or films, 1 to 1 million
« Large range of lidding films & foils
+ VSP; luxury finish, puncture resistant, high barrier

Syntech NZ Limited
6C Westech Place,
Kelston, Auckland 0602
+649 818 6406
info@syntechnz.co.nz

www.syntechnz.co.nz

Get in touch

Get the right
packaging solution
for your product




